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Bharatanatyam dancer
Mikolina Nikoleskl is Croatian
by birth, but she moves to an
Indian beat.

136 people like CCHM - Croatian
Chronicle Network.

| met Mikolina Mikolkeski on the lzabela Jurica
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evening we were leaving New
Celhl to return home 1o Mew
Yark City. It was a chilly day in
early January, and Nikolina

had a cold. Despite her iiness, she ventured out 1o see a performance with a BEARTMENTS
mutual friend at the American School. For Nikolina, dancing is Iife, and e is
dancing—and she rarely misses a beat. Malissa FRozeta  Mari
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From a very eary age,
Mikoleskl knew she wanted 1o
be a professional dancer. “I
was very firm, clear and
confident about my Iife calling,”
she said. “As for my parents,
they thought this was just a
phase.” But her love for dance
only became more passionate
as time progressed, and she
finally convinced her parents to
enrmoll har in Laban's High
School for Dance & Rhythmic
Skola Ane Maleti in Zagreb.

At Laban's, it became clear to
Mikoleskl that she was borm lor
danca. "It literally becamea
somathing | couldnt Ive ar
breathe without,” she said. Her

dedication to dance was apparant to her teachers—gshe was the anly student
in the =chool with no absencas during all tour years. * used to come aarty 1o
sczhool and wal for the cleaning lady to open the doors,” Mikoleskl recalled.
“That same lady had to push me out in @vening as she was closing the schoaoll®

For Mikoleskl, every gesture created a story. “My life was filed with Iving dance,”
she said. “As | was driving, in the tramg or busses, observing people on the
streets—everything was a constant performance, a premiare of a new plece in
each minute.”

During Nikoleskl's time at Laban's, a famous Indian dancer, Sonal Mansingh,
came to perorm classical Indian dance far the students at the Croatian
Mational Theatar. Mikoleskl was 80 impressad by the axparance that sha
secretly longed to leam Bharatanatyam, a South Indian classical dance style,
which = the most ancient of all the classical Indian dance forms.

After graduating from Laban's, Mikoleskl stil wanted to be a dancer. “To the
harrar of my parents, | said | wanted to study at the dance academy,” she said.
Mikoleski followad her hean and joined a physical theatre group undar the
direction of the famous Croatian actress Senka Bulkk. “We performed a kot—in
Avignon Festival, Cagablanca, Vienna, Parig . . . working with herwas a vary
precious expenance.”

Dedicated as ever, Nikoleskl
foliowed through with her goals
and went on to study at the
Salzburg Experimental
Academy of Dance in Austria.
She spent one year at
Salzburg and passed the
audition for the workd-famous
Folkwang Hochschule Essen in
Germany—the epicenter of
contemporary dance. “Pina
Bausch was a principal there, and her legendary dancers were my teachers,”
she said. “There were students from all parns of the worid, and | leamed about
ite, people and different cuftures.”

Five years later, Mikoleskl made the leap and leamed Bharatanatyam. “My first
steps in Bharatanatyam ware so diffarant than any I'd ever danced bafare in
my Ife,” she said. “But then after a few waeks, like magic, my body recognized
this completaly different dance vocabulary and adapted to it as if I'd been
doing it my whole life.”

In December 2004, Nikoleski transferred to New Delhi as par of a scholarship
fram the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, where she jpined Ganesa
Matyalaya Dance Institute and studied under Padmashree Guru Dr. Saroja
Valdyanathan. Her incredible journey gave her the opportunity to perorm all
over India with some of the greatest names of Indian classical dance and
MUSIC.
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| wondermed how Mikoleskl adjusted 1o lite in India. “Living in Delni has been the
richest experience for me,” she sald. “Residing in the country of the origin of Art
that | love S0 much made me completely open to grasping every aspect of
Bharatanatyam, mugic, and yoga.” Enveloped in Dalhi's warm and welcoming
dance community, Nikoleskl seems to have found her home away from home.

“Indians are simply
ovarwhelmed by an arist
coming all the way from
Croatia, from anather parn of
the world, who has so much
interest and admiration for
Indian cufture and has
adopted it so genuinely,” sha
said. “They are eager to know
about my country, whara |
come from, and also to better
understand Croatian cufture.”
Mikoleskl is a cross-cultural
phenomenon, the epitome of
Art's power to break barmiers
and cross borders, bringing
people togethar through
exprassion and commaonality of
amotion.

“Dance has the most amazing
transformational enargy, a
creative power that almost has
a healing effect on a dancer's
body and her whola
axistence,” Nikoleskl said. "It is
a never-ending journey, a path of wonders and surprises always walting. Each
dance takes me to another dimension and experience that cannot easily be
put into words. It is the here and now, the bliss of being conscious of avery
breath, movement, and amaotion.”

Mikoina Mixoleski (5 presently teaching dance at the French Embassy School in
Naw Dethi. She has worked intensely for the past six and & hall years with
Indian artists, and looks forward o continuing her process and sharng her
knowledge with her Croalian and intemational coleagues. To leam more, wail
fiikENnE N KO ke Sk COm.

e e D@8 -~EA0




	Screen Capture 1
	Screen Capture 2
	Screen Capture 3

